
CITY OF LEAVENWORTH 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS, CITY HALL 
100 N. 5th Street 

Leavenworth, KS  66048 
 

REGULAR SESSION 
Monday, October 3rd, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

1. Roll Call/Establish Quorum 

2. Approval of Minutes:  September 12, 2016  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. 2016-12-SUP – 936 OSAGE STREET – CHILD CARE CENTER 

Conduct a public hearing for Case. No. 2016-12-SUP, 936 Osage Street.  The petitioner, 
Annie Schmalbeck, is requesting consideration for a Special Use Permit to allow for the 
operation of a Child Care Center at the subject property. 

2. 2016-13-SUP – OLIVE STREET – CELLULAR COMMUNICATION TOWER 

Conduct a public hearing for Case. No. 2016-13-SUP, Olive Street north of Spruce Street 
and east of Railroad Avenue.  The petitioner, EcoSite, Inc., is requesting consideration for 
a Special Use Permit to allow for the construction of a 100’ monopole type 
communication tower and related ground equipment. 

3. 2016-14-SUB – LEAVENWORTH BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY PARK PRELIMINARY PLAT 

Consider a request for a preliminary plat for the Leavenworth Business & Technology 
Park, located at Eisenhower Road & 14th Street. 

4. 2016-15-SUB – LEAVENWORTH BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY PARK FINAL PLAT 

Consider a request for a final plat for the Leavenworth Business & Technology Park, 
located at Eisenhower Road & 14th Street. 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Commissioners Present Commissioners Absent    
Linda Bohnsack  

Jay Byrne  

Mike Burke  

John Karrasch  
Frank Wenzel City Staff Present 
Claude Wiedower Julie Hurley 

Pat McGlinn Michelle Baragary 

 
Chairman Byrne called the meeting to order and noted a quorum was present.    
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  May 2, 2016 
         
With no comments or questions regarding the minutes, Mr. Karrasch moved to approve the minutes as presented.  
The motion was seconded by Mr. Wiedower and approved by a unanimous vote. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None.    

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. SIGN ORDINANCE    

Conduct a public hearing for the City of Leavenworth Development Regulations, Article 8:  Signs. 

Conduct a public hearing for the City of Leavenworth Development Regulations, Article 8:  Signs. 

City Planner Julie Hurley indicated the primary focus of tonight’s meeting is to start discussions about 
issues with the sign code, how it may be reorganized to make it more useful.  Ms. Hurley mentioned in 
2014 the Planning Commission made changes to the sign code; however, the changes were never 
passed and adopted in to the Development Regulations.  When the new 2016 Development Regulations 
were adopted, article 8, Signs, were excluded from the update as more time would be needed to work 
on the sign codes.         

Ms. Hurley continued by stating two provisions to the sign ordinance were recently added.  First, a 
provision for political signs recently passed, which allows political signs in certain areas but not in the 
right-of-way.  She further stated the State of Kansas has passed legislation to allow political signs in the 
right-of-way, which is in opposition to federal Supreme Court rulings.  The City of Leavenworth has 
opted to clarify language to err on the side of the Supreme Court to not allow political signs in the right-
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of-way.  Second, language was incorporated to allow signage for public and semi-public buildings 
located in residentially zoned districts, such as, schools, churches, hospitals, etc.   

Ms. Hurley introduced Ms. Cindy Proett, with Luminous Neon, who provides technical assistance across 
the state to cities updating sign regulations.  As technology is rapidly changing, focus on Electronic 
Messaging Centers (EMC) will be needed and Ms. Proett would be a great resource to provide 
knowledgeable input.   

Mr. Byrne suggested the appointment of a sub-committee of 3 members to review the 2014 proposed 
changes as well as the current code.  He further stated the current sign regulations are difficult to 
follow.  He mentioned incorporating tables and visuals into the new regulations. 

Mr. Byrne asked Ms. Proett if she has reviewed the current sign regulations.  Ms. Proett stated she did 
review it with Ms. Ann Hoins, from Young Sign Company.  Ms. Hoins greatest concern with the sign code 
has already been addressed; allowing signage for public and semi-public buildings located in districts 
zoned residential. Ms. Proett further stated she spoke with Ms. Hurley about areas of interest: the 
computation of the sign area on two sided signs, the monochrome color restriction on EMCs, section 
8.08.A regarding content neutrality and clarification of 8.16.B.3 regarding changeable messages.   

Mr. McGlinn asked if there were any major sign issues in the past couple years.  Ms. Hurley responded 
there have been two issues with billboards; the large billboards by St. John’s and Home Depot, which 
prompted the prohibition of any new billboards.  The other issue was signage for public and semi-public 
buildings, which has since been addressed.  Mr. McGlinn asked if those issues were outside of the 
regulations.  Ms. Hurley responded in the affirmative.   

Mr. Wiedower asked about issues with sign content.  Ms. Hurley stated content neutrality is a national 
issue.  She continued by stating Ms. Proett would be able to direct us to articles and resources for 
proper wording in the regulations to prevent profanity and the sorts without impeding on citizen’s first 
amendment rights.   

Mr. Wenzel asked who enforces the compliance of wall signs and how are nonconforming signs found.  
Ms. Hurley stated it is difficult to catch these cases, especially liquor stores and bars.  She further stated 
if the new regulations are more restrictive, anything in existence on the date of adopting the new 
regulations would be considered legal nonconforming; however, any change made after that point 
would require compliance to the newly adopted regulations.   

Mr. Wiedower asked if it is possible to retrieve information on individuals who were in noncompliance 
of the sign code in the past year.  Ms. Hurley stated she could get a list on how many sign violations 
there were.      

Mr. Byrne summarized the main sign code issues to address: content neutrality and control over 
language, tables and visuals, technical specifications on laminated signs, size of signs, and enforcement 
of free standing signs, wall signs, and temporary signs.   

A sub-committee was formed and consists of Mr. Karrasch, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Wiedower.  Ms. Hurley 
will be involved with the sub-committee discussions.  Sub-committee updates are scheduled for the 
following meetings: 
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 Oral update in October 

 Formal update in November 

 Public Hearing in December 

OTHER:  

Mr. McGlinn stated practically every major city in the nation is attempting to recycle and feels as though the City of 
Leavenworth should also be involved in recycling.  He asked when the city last looked into recycling as a city provided 
service.  Ms. Hurley stated the City Commission has discussed it a few times in the past couple years but is not sure 
when the last discussion occurred.  Ms. Hurley stated she will pass on this information to get this included in a study 
session with the City Commission. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:37 pm. 

 

 

 

JH:mb 

 
 



 

 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

  
 

ADJOURN: 




















































































